THE END OF A REIGN                                   53
able feud between France and Germany Angry ^Frenchmen might be with England, nothing would induce them to join Germany in any adventure.
The Death of Queen Victoria
Queen Victoria died in January, 1901, after reigning more tha?sSty-three years.   At the end of her hfe she had become an institution as well as a Queen, and in her character she reflected both the virtues and the limitations of the weU-to-do English.   By her integrity, simplicity and devotion to duty she inspired a respect which was a high service to the monarchy but she lived into an age which was moving rapidly from he ideas that she cherished, and in the last years of her hfe she watched with growing concern the development ^tendencies that she deplored-the spread of democracy, the demand of Ireland for Home Rule, the emancipation of women, the clash between Lords and Commons, the departure from old solemnities and conventions.   Twenty years earlier she had favoured all spirited policies in foreign or imperial affairs and had vented her displeasure on Ministers whom she thought backward or indifferent to the prestige and interests of the country, but she had wished for peace inner last years, and was greatly saddened by the war in South Africa.   The grief at her death was genuine and widespread throughout the Empire and even the least sensitive seemed to be aware that a period had ended.                                 .         .      ,. , ,.f
If there was any period in the world's history rn which hfe was easy for rich and moderately well-to-do people, it was the sixty-three years of Queen Victoria s reign.    To their eyes British institutions and the framework of British society seemed secure beyond challenge.   Freedom broadened down from precedent to precedent; moderation was the watchword of both the great parties; the occasional ebullitions of tl- -were easily dealt with, and never looked dangerom a< less favoured continental countries;  a wise Par. timely concessions and all went on as before   Sue. were, were conducted by professional soldiers r of Europe or the world, and left the gener undisturbed.    Great literary figures  and commanded a respect and obtained a heai
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